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Have you ever looked at super-successful people and said to yourself, “I wonder what their 

secret is?” or, “I wish I could be that successful.” Well, you can! Success has a beginning and a 

foundation. And right now I’m going to share what that foundation is with you. This is the 

beginning of your success right now.  

 

The humble beginnings of the giant personal computer and software company Hewlett-Packard, 

or HP, clearly demonstrates this fact.  Bill Hewlett and Dave Packard both graduated in electrical 

engineering from Stanford University in 1935 and initially went their own way.  In 1939 they 

made the vital decision to form their own electronics manufacturing company, Hewlett-Packard, 

in a garage in Palo Alto, California, during the Great Depression with only $538 in the bank - 

clearly not success-orientated circumstances.  They both could have stayed employed in well-

paying regular jobs, but they made a vital decision to realize the dream they had since college to 

start their own company.  Their humble beginnings in a garage in Palo Alto also gave birth to the 

world-famous Silicon Valley.  

 

Today, everyone is familiar with the outcome of this company.  In 2006 HP posted $91.7 billion 

in annual revenue making it the world's largest technology vendor in terms of sales. In 2007 the 

revenue was $104 billion, making HP the first Information Technology (IT) Company in history 

to report revenues exceeding $100 billion. HP is now the largest worldwide seller of personal 
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computers, surpassing rival Dell, according to market research reported in January 2008; HP is 

also the 5th largest software company in the world. 

LOOK AT THEIR BEGINNING – during the Great Depression era; in a small garage in the 

backyard of a house; and only $538 in capital (not a lot even in those years). So, when did 

they become successful? When they posted the billions in revenue years later?  NO!  They were 

a success the day they decided to start their own company!  That’s the day it all started.   

Their success started with their decision, not their results. 

SUCCESS DOES NOT START WHEN THE STARS, MOON AND PLANETS ALLIGN 

PERFECTLY FOR YOU, WHEN YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES AND EVERYTHING 

ELSE IN YOUR LIFE IS PERFECT…IT STARTS WHEN YOU DECIDE IT STARTS! 

 

The secret of success lies in understanding the following truths: you can be as successful as you 

decide to be…success is not just for a chosen few…you do not need to be born into 

success…your family of origin doesn’t need to have been successful…and you don’t need a 

history of success! 

 

The ultimate truth about success – AND INDEED, THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS SUCCESS - 

is to understand the fact that you can begin to be successful TODAY! In fact, the second you 

decided to start reading this article can be the very first step of your success. This is because… 

     

…SUCCESS IS NOT THE END RESULT OF A LONG JOURNEY OF HARDSHIP AND 

FAILURE – IT IS NOT THE SUM OF ALL YOUR HARD WORK AND ENDURANCE!  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dell


 

Success starts the day YOU MAKE CERTAIN DECISIONS ABOUT YOURSELF AND YOUR 

LIFE.  Specifically about: who you are, what you are, and where you are going with your life.   

 

THAT IS BECAUSE SUCCESS IS NOT AN ACT…IT IS NOT SOMETHING YOU 

DO…SUCCESS IS A STATE OF MIND! 

 

One of the greatest fallacies about success and succeeding in life is that people believe they will 

only be successful the day they reach a certain goal or accomplish a certain feat.  There is 

nothing wrong with reaching a certain goal one day, but it traps you in a kind of “one day” 

thinking - one day I’m going to be someone; one day I’m going to be famous and then I’m going 

to be successful.  

 

BUT, SUCCESS DOES NOT ONLY START WHEN YOU HAVE REACHED A CERTAIN 

GOAL OR ACCUMULATED CERTAIN THINGS! 

 

IT DOESN’T START IN THE FUTURE…IT STARTS WITH THE MINDSET THAT’S 

BETWEEN YOUR EARS RIGHT NOW! 

 

Your success mindset begins with your attitude, your decision about yourself, and how YOU 

view yourself right at this moment.  Your decision about who you are and where you are going 

with your life is the cornerstone, the foundation, and the beginning of your success.  

 



 

Maybe your life is not perfect right now, but does that mean you can’t become successful? The 

great news is that your success does not start when your circumstances are perfect, not at all!  

Success begins the moment you make a new decision about your life.  And sometimes you 

have to make that decision in the face of adversity, when everything was seemingly going 

wrong.     

 

This is THE VERY FIRST STEP TOWARDS YOUR SUCCESS:  In  spite of where you 

were born, which continent you live on, or what your personal circumstances are, who you are 

today is determined by only one thing: By Who You Believe You Are! 

 

You are who you are today not as a result of your circumstances, but because of your mindset, 

because of decisions you made at some point in your past about who you are and what your life 

is going to be about.                   

 

That is the force that controls your life today – the decisions you made about your 

life and your circumstances ! 

 

The decisions you made in the past about your life formed the dominant ideas that have shaped 

and controlled your life thus far, regardless of your circumstances.  I recently read in a 

newspaper about a man in my hometown that, WITH ONE DECISION, changed his life, 

unleashed his potential, became super-successful, and made his dream a reality.     

 



Soon after graduating from university with a degree in accounting, a young man found a great 

job as an entry-level accountant.  He married and was ready to start his life as a “good 

employee.”  Soon after he began to work his boss called him in and told him that he could no 

longer afford him.  He was shocked and dismayed, yet, in the face of failure, he looked at his 

boss and said, “I’m looking at the last man that will ever employ me.”  He went out and bought a 

small hardware store outside of town. At that stage anyone starting a business so far out of the 

main part of town was not considered the sharpest tool in the shed.  He is now in his late eighties 

and over the years has turned his small shop it into a great business.  In spite of two well-known 

hardware chain stores opening up literally at each side of his store; his business is still thriving.  

By the way, the area right around his business is now considered “the main part of town.”                  

 

Are you ready to become successful?  It can start today! So what are you waiting for… 

START TURNING YOUR DREAMS INTO REALITY 

TODAY! 

Dr. Henry J. Venter is a psychologist, speaker, and author.  If you found this article helpful then 

subscribe at www.ginomaicc.com for his free newsletter and more life changing insight.  The 

complete transformational change program “The Ultimate Success Guide: 7 Practical Steps to 

Change and Transform Your Life” features an extensive and step-by-step process that leads you 

to the success you always dreamed of. 
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